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Piners share holiday plans, 2015 goals
I am going to Del Rey Beach, Florida. I’m also going to paint my bathroom, work 
out, do some cleaning, and then finish a needle point project.

Mrs. Riordan (English Teacher)
Ashley Addison

Just spend time with my family and eat food.
Cathy Riveria (Student, Gr.10)

Ashley Addison

To do better in school, become a more dedicated stu-
dent, eat less chocolate, improve my sports and become 
healthier. Also, to be happy.

Rachel Overton (Student, Gr. 10) 
Ashley Addison

NYR: I’d like to get high honor- roll for the rest of the school 
year, as well get better at writing. I’d like to relieve my 
stress and start fresh, as well as have a better year with my 
mother.
C/WB:  Hopefully spend Christmas with family. Hoping my 
grandmother can come to spend it with me. For winter 
break I’d like to take my grandmother to Passaic as well as 
on a cruise.

Joslyn Ruiz
Erick Romero

New Year’s Resolution (NYR): Grow a longer beard like the characters of Duck 
Dynasty. I’d also like to work out and lose a lot of weight.
Christmas & Winter Break (C/WB): Spend Christmas at my parents’ house, go 
to wrestling tournaments, and hang out with my friends.

Mr. Watson
Erick Romero



Pass Mr. Lieberman’s class, to get six pack [abs], and to join a soc-
cer club. 

Johnny Mota (Student, Gr.11) 
Ashley Addison
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NYR: I’d like to learn to speak fluent Spanish, and 
also make a Spanish friend who would only speak 
Spanish with me. I’d also like to reread the book of 
Nehemiah and study it.
C/WB: For Christmas I’ll stay home and spend it 
with family, then go shopping after Christmas for 
sales and also go skiing. I’ll also eat 10 pounds of 
food then lose them as my New Year’s Resolution. 

Miss Spicer
Erick Romero

NYR: I’d like to become a better wrestler and, if I’m 
lucky enough, get into the state championships. I’d 
also like to get straight A’s for the rest of the marking 
periods.
C/WB:  Spend as much time with family. Eat lots of 
food and cook for family on Christmas. 

Marco Morales
Erick Romero

How was Thanksgiving?
What were your Thanksgiving plans? 

By Joel Castillo

Mr. Plancey: Visit my family in Point 
Pleasant. Eat some turkey and 
watch some football.

Mr. Taylor: Doing two Thanksgiving 
dinners: one with my girlfriend and 
one with my family; watching some 
football, and maybe take a nap.

Mrs. Grecco: Cooking at home for 
my parents. We watched football. 
It’s tradition to have two different 
pies: pumpkin and coconut. We are 
Italian, so we ate pasta first.

Coach Downs: Cooked food/ Family 
came to my house. Mostly my hus-
band’s part of the family came over. 
We watched some football. I had to 
watch the Cowboys.

Mr. Surgent: I had dinner at my 
brother’s house, where my while 
family met up. I had a big, delicious 
meal, then tried working off the 
calories playing my nephews and 
nieces.

Miss Kelusak: I went to my grand-
ma’s house to meet with my father’s 
side of the family for dinner, then 
went to my boyfriend’s house for 
dessert.

Miss Sanchez: I helped my family 
cook dinner, and enjoyed it with my 
brothers and sisters. My aunt came 
from up north; I haven’t seen her in 
almost a year. I also went with the 
Interactive Club around town de-
livering Thanksgiving food around 
town with Miss Kelusak. 

Mr. Riley: I went to the Lakewood vs. 
Toms River South game. I celebrat-
ed Thanksgiving over the weekend; 
that’s when my whole family got 
together.
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By Mr. MitChel Gertner

The 2014 fall athletic season saw a compet-
itive boys’ team and a revival of girls’ cross 
country for the first time in many years.  

Both teams were captained by the lone 
senior Marlon Young, one of a select few 
athletes strong enough to compete on the 
difficult five kilometer (3.1 mile) course all 
four years of high school.  Rising stars Mar-
tin Vargas and Miguel Yepes, both juniors, 
joined the team this year and demonstrated 
outstanding ability.  In fact, Vargas finished 
the season running under 19 minutes for the 
course.  Additionally, freshman Ishmael An-
dujar was asked to step up in several varsity 
meets which helped the team score during 
these invitational meets.

But the season belonged to another junior: 
Our very own Patrick Hamilton earned four 
medals this year in invitational meets, the 
most impressive of which was in the Ocean 
County Championships. Patrick became the 
first Lakewood runner since 2004 to do so, 
subsequently qualifying for the prestigious 
Shore Conference Championship race. As 
a result, he lowered his best race time from 
last year, slashing it down one and a half 
minutes to 16:51. Only Former Lakewood 
standout Steven Chennells has run a faster 
time since 2000.

The Lady Piners fielded a full team—com-
prising, interestingly, all sophomores—for 
the first time in more than half a decade. 
The team was led by a trio of outstanding 
runners who attempted to build on their 
success from their freshman year: Nelvy 
Lopez, who was the first to join as a fresh-
man, plus Nancy Cilia and Miriam Ruiz, who 

are already running 
varsity times in only 
their second year of 
competition.  
Newcomers Di-
ana Mendoza and 
Harmonie Sam-
ple-Brown were 
able to lower their 
rookie season times 
by more than three 
minutes from the 
first to the last 
meet.  It was Sam-
ple-Brown, who 
became the 5th 
member of the team 
and allowed the 
Lady Piners to score 
as a full team nearly 
upsetting Central.  
Another newcomer, 

Deyanira Saucedo 
also helped Lake-
wood finish ahead of 
several teams during 
invitational meets.  

However, the team’s 
most impressive 
performer of the 
year was Nelvy 
Lopez who lowered 
her freshman-year 
personal best by 
more than two min-
utes, clocking a best 
time of 21:59 on the 
five-kilometer course 
on her way to win-
ning an individual 
dual meet as well as 
earning two medals 
this season—the first 

varsity medal for a 
Lakewood female 
harrier in a time 
equal to the distance 
of the race.  

Both the boys’ and 
girls’ cross coun-
try teams demon-
strated remarkable 
improvement and 
sportsmanship this 
season—something 
to build on for next 
season and hope-
fully a sign of more 
athletes willing to 
participate and good 
things to come for 
the small but com-
petitive program.  
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CROSS COUNTRY SEASON WRAP-UP: Lakewood  
Harriers make big strides

Nelvy Lopez and Patrick Hamilton. 
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By MonaJa hUnter

Led by Coach L.J. Clark, the LHS football 
team experienced a combination of  successes 
and setbacks this year. But when it comes to 
academic success, Clark made sure that school-
work came first, touting that all his players kept 
their grades up.

Clark led the team to a 4-5 season—4-6 when 
including one playoff-game loss—and is al-
ready setting his sights on the future success of  
the LHS football program.

As he reminded the players before every game, 
in the words of  legendary Football Hall of  
Fame Coach Vince Lombardi, “Success is like 
anything worthwhile. It has a price. You have 
to pay the price to win and you have to pay the 
price to get to the point where success is possi-
ble. Most important, you must pay the price to 
stay there.”

Photos By steve PeaCoCk

Paying the Price for Success: LHS Football Looks to Future
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The 2014-2015 Lakewood Piners basketball season began 
in full force Dec. 19 with mixed results against Pinelands 
Regional High School. While the boys team emerged 
victorious in Friday night’s home conference game 63-61 
(photos unavailable), the girls played valiantly against the 
Wildcats, who defeated the Lady Piners by a score 45-24.

The Piners were scheduled to play Barnegat in conference 
games on Monday, Dec 22, with the boys in their first 
home game and the girls playing away. The results of  those 
games were not yet available at the Pine Needle Monthly’s 
publishing deadline.

The next home game for the boys is Saturday, Jan. 3, 
against Point Pleasant Beach (1 p.m.). The girls on Jan. 5 
(6:30 p.m.) play Donovan Catholic.

BASKETBALL OPENER: Boys nip Pinelands, Girls prep for Donovan 



The 
Man 
Behind 
the 
Voice 
Has a 
Secret 
to Tell
By rUth Fiore

You may have seen him—
or heard him—around the 

Lakewood High School (LHS) 
hallways or at school events 
such as the recent Pep Rally or 
Powder Puff  2014 game; nev-
ertheless Mr. Peacock cannot 
be missed with his charismatic 
character and spellbinding 
voice. 
 
This Bronx-native-
turned-Lakewood 
Middle School and 
LHS alumnus has a 
serious talent: event 
announcing. 
Not just anyone 
can be successful 
as a profession-
al announcer; a 
compelling voice 
capable of  pleasing 
audiences of  all 
sorts, along with an 
equally developed 
link of  connec-
tions—as Peacock 
has—will get you 
there. Just recently 
Mr. P. was offered 
several opportuni-
ties to expand as a 
speaker. He will be 
the new announcer 
of  the Lakewood 
Boys and Girls Bas-
ketball home games 
this season now 
that Mr. Pasqua has 
retired from that 
position. Outside of  school the 
possibilities are overflowing 
as well. Professional boxing 
referee David Franciosi—a 
close friend of  Peacock’s and 
owner of  Knockout Pizza on 
the Lakewood-Brick border—
launched Gold Medal MMA 
and helped make Peacock’s 
dream of  becoming a fight 
announcer a reality. Back in 

December 2013, Franciosi held 
a “Fight for the Cure” mixed 
martial arts event at Brookdale 
Community College’s Collins 
Arena, an American Cancer 
Society fundraiser for which 
Peacock was given his first an-
nouncer job, serving as Master 
of  Ceremonies. 
Peacock’s presence and mas-
terful handling of  the audience 

left an impression on Kevin 
Garvey, a professional MMA 
announcer and New Jersey 
MMA Hall of  Fame member 
known as “The Garv.” This 
performance made a huge 
impact on Garvey, who was 
so impressed that he has since 
asked Peacock to take the helm 
as announcer for the Fight 
Club Champion MMA orga-

nization, which hired the 9th 
grade LHS English teacher 
to perform fight-announcing 
duties at an event this past 
October at the nearly 200,000 
square-foot Jersey City Armory. 

Fight Club Champion recently 
invited Peacock back as cage 
announcer, this time for the 
“Battle in the Ballroom 3” 

MMA event sched-
uled Feb. 28 at the 
Robert Treat Hotel 
in Newark. The same 
day he received that 
invitation, he also 
got a separate call 
from Franciosi, who 
plans to use Peacock 
as announcer for a 
boxing match ten-
tatively planned for 
February at a loca-
tion-to-be-announced 
somewhere on the 
Jersey Shore. 
Mr. P. truly enjoys 
announcing at events 
and addressing large 
crowds. 
“It’s the next best 
thing to being a rock 
star,” he said half-se-
riously during an 
interview with the 
Pine Needle Monthly 
(PNM).  In the future 
he hopes to build his 
professional speaking 
résumé as he con-

tinues to pursue his teaching 
career in the Lakewood School 
District. 

You can give him a “like” on 
Facebook at his “Ring/Cage/
Stage Announcer and Voice 
Talent” page, located at www.
facebook.com/peacockvoice. 
You can also follow him on 
Twitter via @sgpeacock
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