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The voice of Lakewood students.

Four consecutive victories and zero 
losses have marked the beginning of 
the Lakewood High School varsity 
football team’s season.  

Overall they have thus far outscored 
their opponents 105-58. Indeed, the 
bulk of opposing teams’ points came 
solely from one team— Central Re-
gional Golden Eagles—over whom 
the Piners emerged victorious in the 
season opener, 40-34.

As of press time Head Coach L.J. 
Clark and his staff are helping the 
team gear up for their next game on 
October 16, when the Piners play 
the Donovan Catholic Griffins. The 
Piners last season defeated the Grif-
fins, 46-0.

Defensive lineman Dmitri Toombs puts a halt to an attempted run downfield in a Piners football game earli-
er this season against the Golden Eagles. Photo by Stephen Peacock

PINERS FOOTBALL TEAM 
EXTENDS WIN STREAK

Jaquel Huner makes a reception on  pass thrown by quarterback 
Zhyhier Jones, moving the Piners closer to a soon-to-be touchdown by 
Amir Tyler against Central Regional. Photo by Stephen Peacock

The 2015-2016 Lakewood High School cheerleading squad poses for 
a photo during a break in a Piners football game. Photo by Stephen 
Peacock

In addition to the successful open-
ing-day game, the Piners also have 
beaten Pinelands Regional (25-8),  

Manchester Township (20-13), and 
most recently Jackson Liberty (20-
3).
After the Piners take on the Dono-
van Catholic Griffins in Toms Riv-
er, they return home to face Rum-
son-Fair Haven (Oct. 24) and then 
Barnegat (10/31), followed by an 
away game against Point Pleasant 
Boro (11/7).

Aside from any potential playoff or 
championship games, the remaining 
contest on the schedule is the annu-
al Thanksgiving Day game against 
Toms River South.  Last year the 
Indians won, 30-26, extending their 
lead over the Piners in the Jersey 
Shore’s oldest continuous rivalry 57-
37-4.

ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT

Ed Bischoff, Race Car Driver

When flying and alternately jumping 
out of airplanes was no longer an op-
tion for Ed Bischoff, he transitioned 
to a new hobby: auto racing. 

About eight years ago Bischoff, a 
Lakewood High School Class of 
1982 graduate, complied with the 
wishes of his then-fiancé to cease 
soaring through the clouds.

Deprived of his adrenaline-pumping 
hobby, Bischoff needed to escape the 
daily routine—even if just once in a 
while—and decided to explore what 
it would take to get behind the wheel 
of a race car. 

“I always wanted to race at Wall Stadi-
um, so I looked into it,” he said of the 
Monmouth County raceway, located 
less than ten miles north of LHS in 
Wall Township. “I found out how easy 
it was to get started and went for it.”

He then expanded the reach of his 
racing venture and traveled several 
times to racetracks in Pennsylvania, 

beginning with Mountain Speedway. 
Indeed, the first time he raced there 
he finished in 4th place—an impres-
sive feat for a newcomer. Next he 
competed at Poconos Raceway.

“I won it,” Bischoff said proudly of his 
victory. 

Though he continued to compete—
and registered a few wins—at Wall 
Stadium, he and his teammate, for a 
variety of reasons, decided move on. 

“We left Wall and built ourselves a 
couple of ‘outlaw’ [dirt-track] stock 
cars to run at Bridgeport Speedway 
and New Egypt Speedway,” Bischoff 
told The Pine Needle Monthly. 

“I couldn’t be happier with our de-
cision to race in dirt,” he continued. 
“It’s a real challenge and very compet-
itive.”

As if being a private pilot was not 
challenging enough!

Lakewood alum 
trades skydiving for 
auto racing

The LHS Girl’s Field Hockey Team playing the Manches-
ter Hawks last month in an away game. 

Photo by Stephen Peacock
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Lakewood’s standout Harriers took 
off this season right from where 
they landed last season – by winning 
medals. What the cross country 
team lacks in size they make up for in 
competition.  

The team is led by Captain Martin 
Vargas, who—although in only his 
second year of competition—has 
proven a most reliable and hard 
worker.  

But Lakewood’s super senior is 
Patrick Hamilton, the only four 
year runner on the team. He hopes 
to improve on his 22nd finish in 
last year’s highly contested Ocean 
County Championship, and is intent 
on capturing several other medals. 

He began that journey to success by 
earning his first medal of the year at 
the Thompson Park Class Meet Run 
on September 19, when he finished 
in the top 25 out of more than 100 
runners.

Other members of the team are 
seniors Miguel Yepes, Emanuel Car-
reno, and Jack Aquino. Two juniors, 
Uriel Bohorquez and Dan Penuela, 
joined this season and are proving to 
be valuable team members already. 
Underclassman Carlos Yepes rounds 
out the squad in his first season as 
well.  

The girl’s team belongs to Nelvy 
Lopez.  Lopez burst onto the scene as 
a freshman, when she captured three 
frosh medals. She then exploded 
onto the varsity level last season with 
a superior work effort, earning her 
first varsity medal and individual win 
as a sophomore.  

This season Lopez is intent on 
improving on those efforts. If her 
first meet is any indication, she is well 
on her way. Nelvy this year ran nearly 
two minutes faster than she did last 
season in the very same meet, thereby 
earning her first varsity medal of this 
season already.

Lakewood Cross Country 
Takes to the Road

Speed limits don’t apply: Lakewood standout student athletes Patrick 
Hamilton and Nelvy Lopez. 
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The next edition of the Pine Needle Monthly 
will feature a masthead of all the student 
editors, reporters, photographers and other 
creative artists who recently joined the 
newspaper staff. Mr. Peacock, club advisor, 
looks forward to recognizing these contrib-
utors, who names and faces soon will be 
available for all the LHS community to see!

Right across the Hudson 
River from New York 
City recently, a Lakewood 
High School teacher and 
two LHS seniors joined 
forces, in a sense, in a mixed 
martial arts (MMA) com-
petition. 

Their simultaneous arrival 
Sept. 12 at the Lou Neglia/
Dead Serious MMA Pro-
motions “Ring of Combat” 
event in North Bergen 
was, however, completely 
coincidental.

LHS wrestling standout 
Marco Gonzalez and 
his girlfriend, Cassandra 
Gonzalez were waiting for 
the event to start, eager to 
see their friend, BJ “Rican 
Rebel” Young, make his 
debut MMA competition 
appearance.

And as they waited, a most 
unexpected event partici-
pant walked by them: Mr. 
Peacock, LHS English 
teacher, decked out in a tux 
and red bowtie, ready to 
serve as Fight Announcer.

“Mr. Peacock!” Marco 
called out, causing the 
teacher/announcer to stop 
before reaching the fight 
cage. 

Mr. Peacock said he 
stopped and stared—as if 
puzzled—before pausing 
to chat with Marco and 
Cassandra. Although he 
recognized their faces, it 
took a few seconds for 
their identities to sink in.

“There I was, getting ready 
to introduce the first 
fighters of the evening, 
and someone calls out my 
name,” Peacock told the 
Pine Needle Monthly. “I 

mean, we’re practically in 
the shadow of the New 
York City skyline, 70 miles 
or so north of Lakewood. 
So even though I knew 
who they were, my mind 
briefly went blank because 
of where we were. 

“I was not expecting a 
couple of Lakewood High 
School students to be 
standing in front of me 
at a hotel event center in 
North Jersey. It was a pleas-
ant surprise.”

Marco was equally sur-
prised, and made sure 
he captured Peacock on 
video—and, of course, his 
buddy BJ—when Ring of 
Combat #21 got under-
way.

“[Mr. Peacock] doing his 
thing up in the cage!” he 
labeled the video, con-
tinuing, “Crazy seeing 

Small World: LHS Teacher & 
Seniors Cross Paths in Shadow 
of NYC

Marco Gonzalez, an LHS wrestler, and LHS senior Cassandra Gonzalez 
pose for a selfie at a recent MMA competition in North Bergen.

him there but was most 
definitely cool watching! 
Good stuff.” 

Even better was the fact 
that their dear “Rican 
Rebel”—who lives in near-
by Jackson—dominated 
his opponent. Indeed, he 
defeated him by way of 
“submission,” as it is called 
technically, less than a min-
ute into Round One.

Marco, this time solo, and 
Mr. Peacock once again 
crossed paths on Oct. 
10, when BJ entered the 
competitive fight cage for 
a follow-up appearance, 
this time at “Dead Serious 
MMA #16” in Rahway, 
N.J.

Marco was delighted to see 
that his boy BJ once again 
emerged victorious.


