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WALTERS NAMED TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
‘An inspiration to his students and to so many others’ 
Occasionally a teacher comes along who makes a lasting impression in the 
eyes—and hearts—of students and fellow staff-members alike. For the 
2013-2014 school year, that educator is Kevin Walters, Lakewood High 
School’s Teacher of the Year. 
No surprises here. At least not for anyone who has witnessed Mr. Walters 
in his classroom, whether during an English Language Arts lesson-in-
progress or while the after-school REWIND Club is in full swing. 
If Mr. Walters were put on trial for his role in reaching out to the LHS 
population, witnesses readily could offer evidence for a jury to find him 
guilty. 
Guilty, that is, of effectively creating a student-centered learning environ-
ment. 
LHS Principal Marcy Paturzo apparently agrees. 

“On behalf of the Lakewood High School Administration, we are hon-
ored to name Mr. Kevin Walters the 2013-2014 teacher of the year,” she 
said.  “Mr. Walters is a gifted educator who instills in his students a love of 
learning. He is an inspiration to his students and to so many others. 
“He is a wonderful example of the importance and the value of excep-
tional classroom teaching,” Ms. Paturzo continued. “Mr. Walters has posi-
tively impacted so many of our students lives over the years. We are ex-
tremely fortunate to have him on our staff.” 
Mr. Walters, however, humbly gives most of the credit to his students. 
“The most satisfying aspect of teaching for me is when the students take 
over,” he said in an interview with the Pine Needle Monthly.  
This satisfaction comes in many forms, such as when students re-create 
one of his assignments, while leveraging their personal interests and back-
ground knowledge to expand upon and exceed the parameters of an as-
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Piners victorious over North in Shore Tournament 
The Lakewood Piners boys basketball team on Feb. 20 defeated Toms River North, 82-61, in Second Round competition in the Shore Confer-
ence Tournament.  Dan Niblack, with 34 total points, was the top scorer for the Piners. He also registered a perfect 7 for 7 in shots from the 
free-throw line. Also registering points for Lakewood were Ben Watson (14), Hassan Diawara (11), Sean Barksdale (9) Naquese Joshua (8), 
and Amir Tyler (6). 

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN PEACOCK 
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Piners play Point in competitive chess tournament 

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN PEACOCK 

 
Members of the Lakewood High School Chess Club, under the guidance of advisor and 
Social Studies Teacher Daniel Devine, are seen here deep in thought as they engage in a 
recent tournament against Point Pleasant Beach High School. Though the Piners team 
this time did not emerge victorious over the Garnet Gulls, the event was both fun-filled and 
rich in the spirit of competitive challenge.  
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A service learning project that originated in Ms. Carrion's Spanish class 
and carried over to the Latin American Student Organization (LASO) 
enabled several Lakewood High School students launch the new year on 
a positive and productive note.  
 
As LASO advisor, Ms. Carrion led students on a educational and cultural 
journey in exploration of the Spanish Holiday “Three Kings Day,” 
which is observed on January 6th and is celebrated all throughout Latin 
America, Spain, and Hispanic communities of the United States.  Tradi-
tionally children receive gifts on this day.  Lakewood students decided 

that they wanted to bring their learning to action and help the local com-
munity by making bunnies and little pillows that they donated to the 
children in Kimball Medical Center's pediatric emergency unit.  
 
The students completed this project in order to keep alive their culture 
and the tradition of celebrating the Spanish holiday while simultaneously 
bringing smiles to children in need.  The students visited Kimball on 
January 5 to deliver their gifts to the patients.  Both the patients and 
staff were extremely grateful to receive the presents.  

LASO Students Deliver Holiday Cheer to Local Children 

Students join Ms. Gay Dickey in discuss-
ing the importance of knowing African 
American history and exploring "where 
we have come from and where we are 
going," according to Ms. Dickey, who is 
coordinating this week's Poetry Slam at 
LHS. This discussion likewise explored 
individual writers of music and poetry, as 
well as the importance of sisterhood and 
being there for each other. In prepara-
tion for the Feb. 28 slam, students also 
spoke with Ms. Dickey about the art of 
expression and how to "sound off" with-
out being offensive.  The Poetry Slam is 
scheduled to begin 6:30 p.m. in the LHS 
cafeteria. 

PHOTO BY STEPHEN PEACOCK 
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Ms. Moira Skea of the LHS English Department sings a parody of the 
song "Royals" as a part of the HSPA motivation initiative. The song will 
be a part of a music video whose aim is to inspire the students to perform 
their best on the HSPA exam.  

The Pine Needle Monthly congratulates Lakewood High School Senior Maurice Diawara 
on his decision to sign his national letter of intent to attend Wagner College (NY), which 
has offered him an NCAA Division 1 Football Scholarship. 

PINE NEEDLE MONTHLY is published by the students of Lakewood 
High School, 855 Somerset Avenue, Lakewood, NJ 08701.  
Advisor: Mr. Peacock  

The Lakewood Parent Teacher Student Organization 
(PTSO) is encouraging community participation in its up-
coming monthly meetings, for which all LHS supporters are 
invited to attend. PTSO believes that "strong partnerships 
are necessary to attain excellence." Likewise, the group ad-
vocates that "Together, the school, families and the commu-
nity support each other to design an education that meets 
the needs of all students." 
 
The group holds meetings every 2nd Thursday of the month 
from 7-8:30 p.m. in room B116 of LHS. The next gatherings 
are scheduled March 13, April 10, May 8, and June 12. 

PTSO announces upcoming meetings 

Student artwork on display 

PHOTO BY STEPHEN PEACOCK 
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signment; or when they hand in an essay that answers his question and yet spin it in a whole 
new direction. 
“Or when class discussion leads somewhere entirely unexplored—that's it right there,” Mr. 
Walters said. “That's my favorite part of the day.” 
This success—and the joy of teaching that arrives with that success—encompasses a wide 
range of students and student abilities. 
“It doesn't matter how smart the kid is for that to happen,” he continued. “Students in the al-
ternative school did those things just as often as students in my honors classes do. 
“It's exciting,” he added. 
Upon his 2007 arrival in Lakewood, Mr. Walters had dove head-first into meeting the chal-
lenges of students at the Alternative School—right after a three-year stint at Eastside High 
School in Paterson. 
He loved teaching in Paterson, but decided to settle his family in South Jersey, thereby finding a 
geographic middle-ground between his and his wife’s hometowns. 
As it turned out, he ended up liking the Lakewood school even more that Paterson. 
“I was able to focus all of my attention on the 40-60 students in the program and help them 
figure out their own learning styles and future career paths amongst other things,” Mr. Walters 
said. 
“I've been at Lakewood High School since 2010, and it's my favorite place to teach so far,” he 
continued. 
Mr. Walters’ path to Lakewood, however, did not come easily. Indeed, reflecting his core values 
of hard work and a desire to seek excellence, he first earned a B.A. in Teaching and Creative 
Writing from Montclair State University. 
Even after launching his career in education, he decided to further his own education. 
Following his rigorous and successful pursuit of a master’s degree, Montclair in 2010 also 
awarded him an M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction with a Supervisor's Certificate. 
 
CLUB REWIND 
In addition to his daily preparation and execution of classroom lessons at LHS, Mr. Walters—
along with Ms. Amy Ruddy—serve as advisors to the REWIND club 
The name REWIND, for those who don’t know, is an acronym for Reaching Everyone With IN-
teractive Discussion. 
The club has taken on three very important projects this year. 
The goal of these projects is simple: to contribute to the building of a community environment 
at and beyond LHS.  
A pen-pal project—which club participants created via “welcome to school” letters that they 
sent to members of our special-needs population— was the first endeavor they launched this 
school year.  
The club-name acronym “was very well represented with this project,” Mr. Walters said, “as 
our members knew it was important to reach everyone in the school community and engage 
them in friendly, supportive conversation.” 
The second project that the REWIND Club brought to fruition was the bathroom campaign.  
“For several weeks, in the fall and winter, our club members plastered the walls and stalls of 
our school’s bathrooms with important facts on substance abuse and teenage pregnancy,” he 
said.  
“This project was especially important because it fostered the idea of presenting important in-
formation to students who might not get a chance to discuss those matters as much as they 
should.”  
The club currently is working on creating a “REWIND movie,” which they are producing un-
der the guidance of Lead for Diversity, a New Jersey-based organization determined to foster ap-
preciation for diverse cultures in schools. 
In addition to creating a film in which the main character faces “bullies, inconsiderate class-
mates, and uncaring teachers,” REWIND members also have created lesson plans, essay topics, 
and discussion points to share with every teacher in the school district. 
The club will make these resources available as soon as the filming and editing reach comple-
tion. 
“It is an exciting time to be a member of the REWIND club!” Mr. Walters concluded. 

“Walters,” from page 1 ALUMNI CORNER 

Sgt. Sussman Says  
Farewell to LPD, Hello to 
Broadway 

Having taken his final steps out of Lakewood Town-
ship Police Department headquarters in December 
2013, now-retired Sgt. David Sussman has found an-
other path to tread: the steps to an off-Broadway stage. 
Sgt. Sussman, a Lakewood High School graduate from 
the Class of 1982, recently took to the stage of The 
Producer’s Club in New York City as a cast member in 
the play “Sex, Relationships, and Sometimes… 
LOVE.” The show runs until March 1. 
After 25 years and three months as a Lakewood police 
officer, he is embarking on the next phase of his acting 
career, which began here at LHS and continued inter-
mittently over the decades, including professional pro-
ductions at the Strand Theater. 
Reflecting the respect and admiration that Sgt. Suss-
man garnered in his years of service as a law enforce-
ment officer, well over a hundred of his fellow officers, 
members of the community, friends, and family joined 
him in a ceremony that celebrated his contributions to 
Lakewood. 
The ceremony ranged from hilarious to tearful. 
As he stepped up to the podium in Lakewood Munici-
pal Court to deliver his opening remarks, Sgt. Sussman  
promised to keep his speech short—only to open a 
briefcase containing what appeared to a prepared 
speech of hundreds of pages. 
His farewell, on the other hand, included a remem-
brance of several fellow officers who died from acci-
dents and illnesses—as well as murder. His recollection 
of the beloved, fallen Officer Chris Matlosz—the 27-
year-old Lakewood patrolman shot and killed in the 
line of duty in 2011—elicited somber reflection from 
audience members. 
Sgt. Sussman credits his education at LHS with instill-
ing in him a quest for excellence in all that he pursued.  
After graduating he went on to earn degrees from 
Ocean County College and Arizona State University. 
Having achieved the number-one rank on his police 
civil-service test, he went through the State Police 
Academy in Sea Girt. The rest, as they say, is history. 
On behalf of LHS students and staff, the Pine Needle 
Monthly offers Sgt. Sussman best wishes in his retire-
ment and his budding acting career. 

PHOTO BY STEPHEN PEACOCK 
 
Sgt. David Sussman, right, receives a shadowbox contain-
ing career memorabilia from LPD Captain Thomas Langen-
berger. 
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WE NEED YOU!  
 

Would you like to gain experience as a student journalist? Do 
you have opinions you would like to express (civilly and po-
litely)? Do you draw? Take photographs? Write poems? Short 

stories? Are you good at computer-aided graphic design?  

 

 
THEN JOIN THE STUDENT-NEWSPAPER STAFF!  

CONTACT ADVISOR MR. PEACOCK FOR DETAILS 
(SPEACOCK@PINERS.ORG). 

(The above artwork was designed by LHS student Kaitlin Peltz.) 
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