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An Interview with LHS Principal 
Angela Stewart 
BY TIMOTHY SINGH 

The restoration of the Pine Needle 
Monthly as the student 
newspaper could serve 
as a productive means of 
encouraging student ex-
pression—as well as 
keeping students in-
formed about their 
school, according to 
Principal Angela Stew-
art. While it remains un-
clear what role this stu-
dent-crafted news 
source will play in re-
storing pride in Lake-
wood High School, it is up to LHS stu-
dents and the PNM adviser to show a 
sustained interest to ensure its success, 
she indicated.  

 In a recent interview, Mrs. Stewart was 

asked how she felt about the newspaper 
being brought back and how she envi-
sions its role at LHS in the future. First 
of all, she said, PNM’s revival is a great 
avenue for students to express them-
selves. It also will help keep the students 

more informed on what 
the newspaper writes 
about.  

 PNM asked Mrs. Stewart 
what she planned to ac-
complish as principal this 
year and in the years to 
come.  

 “We need to restore 
‘Piner Pride’ our school 
had,” she responded. 
“And also assess how the 
school is running and then 

improve next year.”  So in the near fu-
ture hopefully Lakewood High School 
will be a better school and more organ-
ized then it has been for the past few 
years.  

RESTORING ‘PINER PRIDE’  
A PRIORITY 

“We need to 
bring back 
‘Piner Pride’” 
— Angela 
Stewart 

BY JOSE HERNANDEZ 

Lakewood High School’s new band director and 
music teacher Emily Carpenter has big expecta-
tions for the future of the Piner music program—
and is aware that she is taking the first of many 
steps toward restoring it to its glorious past. 

 “I wanted to revive the band and restore the 
marching band's former glory,” Miss Carpenter 
said in an interview with the Pine Needle 
Monthly.  

Even though the group is in its growing phase, 
she hopes she can take the marching band to a 
competition and a field-show next year. 

Miss Carpenter brings a rich musical background 
with her to LHS.  

She earned her BA in music education with a con-
centration in the tuba from the College of New 
Jersey, while carrying out her student teaching in 
the Bridgewater-Raritan Regional School District 
in Somerset County. She additionally studied jazz 
performance at Berkeley College of Music in Bos-
ton. Prior to coming to LHS she taught general 
music in Howell North Middle School. Her favor-
ite types of music are jazz and rock, and current 
favorite artists are Chicago and Train. 

Following in the footsteps of Lakewood school 
district music legends such as Dennis Klein and 
Wilbur Wittemann is not easy, she acknowledged. 
Indeed, knowing that Lakewood once had such a 
stellar district-wide program led by such accom-
plished musicians and educators is a bit intimidat-
ing.  

 Nonetheless, depending on the pace of progress 
among Lakewood’s elementary and middle school 
music students, the LHS band of the future 
should reach new heights of accomplishment, not 
unlike it was as recently as 2005, Miss Carpenter 
believes. 

Rising Notes: New 
Band Director Sets 
Sights—and Sounds—
Higher 

MR. PEACOCK, ADVISOR 

After a nearly three-year hiatus, the 
Pine Needle Monthly is back! It is 
therefore with a great deal of en-
thusiasm that I serve as adviser to 
Lakewood High School’s official 
student newspaper. As an English 
teacher, professional journalist, and 
LHS graduate, I am delighted to as-
sist the growing staff of PNM con-
tributors in their pursuit of excel-
lence—a pursuit undertaken by stu-
dents on behalf of their fellow stu-
dents. The staff, however, cannot 
do it by themselves. Their success 

is tied to the participation, interest, 
and pride of all LHS students. Did 
you read something that you liked 
or even disliked? Tell us! We value 
your opinion. As frontline defend-
ers of our 1st Amendment rights to 
free expression and freedom of the 
press, the PNM staff is interested in 
what you have to say, whether it is 
something you wish to express 
about this newspaper, or about the 
school, the community, or society. 
Have an idea for an article? Send us 
an e-mail. Are you a creative artist? 

After 3-year absence, student newspaper reboots 

See “Reboot,” pg. 3 
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‘Four Years,’ pg. 3 
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BY SHANIECE HYMAN 

The Lakewood Piners football team: no 
string of words could capture the dedi-
cation that this team has established in 
the last year. Watching the team for 
two years as a spectator and musician, I 
must admit that I did not expect the 
turn that the team had taken in such a 
relatively short amount of time. Each 
game I would attend as a junior was 
always the same. We would watch as 
the football players run on field to do 
their pre-game ritual, and we, the band, 
would play the fight song during. Then 
the band would go silent as the game 
was about to begin. We watched with 
depressed and saddened eyes as our 
team was no match for those other 
high schools.  

Our pride in our football team like 
years ago would diminish after every 
game.  Occasionally our team would 
get the ball and the crowd would be 
brought to their feet as we watched 

someone from our school make one of 
those precious touchdowns. Hope 
would rush through the crowd like wild 
fire and consume the spectators, be-
coming even more entwined with the 
game as for now there was hope, only 
to be crushed with another loss and for 
the label of “terrible football team” to 
stick around for a little while longer. 
But as the season of 2011 rolled away 
so did most memories of how bad our 
football team used to be and in came 
the new expectations of the 2012 team.  

Football season began to roll in as Sep-
tember was coming rapidly. For me 
that meant another season of weekends 
dedicated to a football team I wasn’t 
entirely proud of. The day had finally 
come, the first game the band would be 
playing at. We pack and we go to the 
field. We set up like any other football 
game, but something wasn’t there. The 
pre-game buzz. The week before hand 
the football team had had their first 

game and they had lost, which in turn 
starts to already lower the excitement 
that every football game has. But that 
didn’t stop the boys. They ran on field 
with intensity and drive heard by all in 
the audience with the loud battle cry. 
This changes the whole atmosphere. 
The Piner player’s had come with a 
message when they had come that day, 
and it seemed to read that the Lake-
wood Piners were here and we are 
back.  

The second game goes on and as it is 
coming to a close the Piner spectator is 
on edge. We are for once winning a 
game as the fourth quarter is coming to 
an end. Excitement is shot through the 
crowd and the murmur begins to grow. 
People are unsure of what is going on. 
Is Lakewood really about to win a 
game? The quarter is finally brought to 
a close and the Lakewood Piners have 
won a game. Shock runs through and 
the win is quickly talked about, but 
soon the win is dismissed as a fluke. 
Spectators not knowing that this is one 
of many that are to come. 

The next week rolls around and Piners 
are ones again put to the test. They run 
on field with the same if not more in-
tensity as the week before and we pre-
pare our self’s for another loss. But the 
game had ended with a surprise. Our 
team had once again won and every-
thing seemed to start changing at that 
very moment. Never had a Piner team 
won two games in the same season.  

The hope was once again reborn. And 
this time it stayed because week after 
week the Lakewood Piners football 
team had proved themselves to be a 
winning team.  They had become so 
good that they had made it to the play-
off’s and amazing accomplishment for 
a team that had barley seen a win be-
fore the season. Talking to the few 
football members I had known they 
had explained to me what a great 
achievement this was for them, and 
how they were once again proud to be 
a member of the Lakewood Piners 
football team. 

Fan reflects on intense, proud season 

Photo by Mr. Peacock 
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Show us you work. We will consider printing in an upcom-
ing edition. A computer whiz with graphic design skills? An 
aspiring reporter? A concerned student who seeks change 
or who supports a cause important to you? A fashionista 
with a passion for style? A poet? Technology enthusiast? 
Movie or music lover? Are you into politics? If you have 
something to say, or a product or film you would like to 
review, etc,. please consider contributing to PNM. Even if 
you cannot make our weekly meetings (every Tuesday fol-
lowing 10th period in B-109), feel free to drop off your 
work or simply talk to me or any of our staff members. To-
gether we can make this a reality—by students, for stu-
dents.  

“Reboot,” continued from page 1 
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PINE NEEDLE MONTHLY is published monthly by the students of Lakewood 
High School, 855 Somerset Avenue, Lakewood, NJ 08701.  

FOUR YEARS 
Class room bells, and noisy halls rooting for your team at a big 

football game, 
Hoping the teacher would not call your name, pep rallies home-

comings, and 
Class elections, studying for tests to get a high score we are all 

students, together 
The same we are also different, yet alike, from cartoons to pu-

berty, high school  
Is what we make it there’s no need to fake it! 

  
KARINA WATSON 

POET’S CORNER 

The Pine Needle congratulates all of the past students 
of the month. 

LHS announces Students of the Month 

September 

Jonathan F. 

Maria C. 

Claudia V. 

Esmeralda O. 

Luis F. 

Celina D.  

Jack A. 

  

October 

Jaqueline V. 

Leiada F. 

Tomas U. 

Maria M.  

Leticia T.  

Eliana L.D. 

Nisauri C. 

Brandy R. 

 

Emily O. 

Azhane J. 

Al tariq M. 

 

November 

Zuleyla M. 

Lucero O. 

Gustabo G. 

Daisy L. 

Maria T. 

Lorena C. 

Garrett D. 

Isaac G. 

Marlon Y. 

Jamar W. 

Yennifer G. 

Mario T. 

Thursday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. January 24, LHS Library: Georgian 
Court University Parent Workshop 
Saturday, February 2: Honor Roll Breakfast 
Thursday, 8 p.m. February 21: Board of Education meeting 
Thursday, 7 p.m. February 28, LHS Library: Georgian Court Uni-
versity Parent Workshop 
Tuesday, March 5 to Thursday, March 14: HSPA 
Thursday, 8 p.m., March 21: Board of Education meeting 
Monday, March 25 to Monday, April 1: Spring Break 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Have something to list on the upcoming events? Send details to Mr. Peacock,  
speacock@piners.org 



Mr. Peacock, newspaper adviser 

Hey Piners! 
Pine Needle Monthly is back &  
looking for future journalists,  
pundits, editorial cartoonists, 

graphic artists, sports editors, and  
photographers today!   

Interested? 
Visit room B109 Tuesdays  

after school.  
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